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(54) IMAGE PICKUP UNIT 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image pickup unit excellent in the 
protective function of an imaging means, and which is small-sized, and whose 
power consumption is low, and which copes with the increase of the number of 
picture elements. 

SOLUTION: Incident field light is image-formed on a specified image-formation 
surface by an image pickup optical system, and is photoelectric ally converted and 
outputted by the image pickup means. This. unit has blade members 4 and 5 
arranged so as to be able to enter an image pickup optical path leading to the 
image pickup means from the image pickup optical system, and the blade 
members 4 and 5 are converted and driven between a first state where they are 
retreated to the outside of the image pickup optical path and a second state 
where they enter the inside of the image pickup optical path by a blade driving 
means 6. Since the blade driving means 6 is constituted of, for instance, a moving 
magnet and is held in a non-energizing state by a holding means, for instance, in 
iron pin or the like, power consumption in accordance with holding is eliminated 
even though the blade members 4 and 5 are held at the most desirable position in 
accordance with a change in the state of a camera. Therefore, the power 
consumption is restrained even though the protection of the image pickup means 
and real image display or the like for*a liquid crystal finder are performed, and also 
the exposure is completed by the blade members 4 and 5. so that the unit copes 
with the increase of the number of the picture elements. 
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